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Examples of severe immunosuppression relevant to this guidance: 
a. Severe primary immunodeficiency.  
b. Current or recent (within six months) chemotherapy or radiotherapy for malignancy.  
c. Solid organ transplant recipients on immunosuppressive therapy.  
d. Bone marrow transplant recipients currently receiving immunosuppressive treatment, or within 12 months of 
receiving immunosuppression.  
e. Patients with current graft-versus-host disease.  
f. Patients currently receiving high dose systemic corticosteroids (equivalent to ≥40 mg prednisolone per day for >1 
week in an adult, or ≥ 2mg/kg/day for ≥1 week in a child), and for at least three months after treatment has stopped.  
g. HIV infected patients with severe immunosuppression (CD4<200/μl or <15% of total lymphocytes in an adult or 
child over five; CD4< 500/μl or <15% of total lymphocytes in a child aged one to five; expert clinical opinion in a child 
aged under one).  
h. Patients currently or recently (within six months) on other types of highly immunosuppressive therapy or where 
the patient’s specialist regards them as severely immunosuppressed. 
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